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For this: corruptible maſt pus on incorrup- 
tion, and this morcal "4 put an F0OE-- 


raligy.., 


54a #4 4+ 


HIS, is 4-0 a very Ba DiC- 
1equrſe. of St. Pools: and indeed : all 
big: are ſuch. i) Ig it -he treats of the 
great Article, by which our holy Re- 
ligion ſtands 0 was The Reſo urreGion. of Chrif. . 
> likewiſe, that of Chriftian Me... For, 


here 


I 


—— — : > SATOLL: _ 
eA Sermm on Eaſter-day, 


here he does not ſpeak of the entire Argument, 
but.of the Reſurrection to life. 


Now, after having prov'd by ſcveral convin- 
cing | Reaſons," hat 6b gfe i riſen, and that) thoſe 
who are Chriſt ſhalErile alſo in Godsdue ime, 
he proceeds to che e diſcovery of a myſterious Truth. 
not hitherto unfolded tothe Corinthians. This 
holy: S:cret' pnfilietiret two Branches. JF frf 
$# (0 WO tal-chavge wWhith hal] # af d. 
den, be made in the Bodies of thoſe true Chri- 
Mans "who ſhaſMbe©Tound” alive at” that” rime, 
when ChiftſbaV/ admeto judge that worſd, which, 
with ſuch — and 1 gratitude, {et him at 
TRQADHON! Vic p35 We ma JOATOE chays tal 
themhe manga et\tligfpu}s.of the 
Juſt from their reſpeCtive Bodies, than nk & the 
Almighty power of God {hall make by T ran(- 
mutation of thoſe Bodies from a groſs E a heavenly 
Fraknesc Fhe' \feeond;* is the hke ploiois alt@ation 
ivhieteflulbbe wile 3t 3thedaffithe Boles of 
hole, 0 <Whs , *havingl epÞHt Etriftd ſhall rat- 
fed again thy Wye Sebvld (>fwith he bew 
"you's nyfterys" "we (Dallndt all fleep} Sutait fbalf be 
an ating '9 28113 12 -21i v7 2921 es 
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WY 4 moment ; in the twirkling 
haft Trunp "(Gor the - Frimpet 6p] fowtnd ” ſ- fortie* 


xath ales Power ſhall F&Dcfbre the Heayenly 


King,” wheti he deſecnd®h with his Hoſt of An 


of" att Eye a the'sz. 


gels } und th; Dea# "(ball be Paifed incorruy! ible. jad £3: 
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we Jour be ebaiged.": | 
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For this corruptibl: Tow "_ on incorruption, 
and this mortal muſt pu; on immortality. 


- That which -I have to ſay, at' preſent, * upon 
cheſs words any be reno fo four Heads.” 
- lot1% ,9:90G3H 2618 Git Tart: 
[, The erode of _s Belief of i ThAſizd® 
concerning this chaxge of a corruptible and mor- 
tab,” \1nto An. 4.00576 rage + arid]? "Hhihdfral 
Body. FR ' 1.9003 09714 206M 
> 1196s ilk 11G. its 1429! 
2; The many. anks Ereat od amrager which? 
accrue to thoſe whole bodies ſhall pear ok in this 
olames” crankiſardd CY "IQT-U = 
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the means, by which we may, with certainty, ar ar- 


rive at this Change, which will be fo very. muck 
every way for the better, that whenſgever we 
ſball leave theſe earthly Tabernacles, ( in which we 


-ſhall dwell but a few days, and, peradventure 


AM. Fel p. 


! 30. pres 
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whilſt thoſe laſt, incommodiouſly enough) We me) 
( by the grace of God and the miniſtration of his 
holy nab )- be recerved into e verlaſting hebita- 


tions. 


1. I begin with the grounds upon which we he- 
lieze that the Body ſhall be raiſed and made Cz- 
leſtial in the Heavens, and corrupt no more, and 
dye:np more. + 


That the Body,; 5 mortal, is an Article in | eve 
-mans Creed, though many live as if they hadnot 
ſpent a thought Nour dying, and upon the ac- 
.count which, after death, muſt be made. by them. 


| That the Body fhl tife, was a Do&rine: which 
the Primitive Chriſtians ipake of with ſuch great 


pound, alluranceythat. as the Heathen, a Minutns | Felix, 
Pai 
Eck dax- 
_ +4 


obſerves, a man that heard themi would almoſt 
think they themſelves were already riſen. Andtho 
' the ep Origey Þ;;abour a new. £23 þo- 

£ 
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iy, inſtead of the glorified frame of the old 
one ( atleaſt of the ideal rudiments of ic ) 
had been by his Followers entertained, yet, 
they agreed with other Chriſtians in the point 
of a heavenly Tabernacle. Nevertheleſs, all 
men, in all Ages have not had a,Faith equal 
with theirs, - ſome (eſpecially in ours {o 
over-run with Scepticiſm ) -have doubted con- 
cerning the ReſnrreQion -and further Change 
of this Body ; ſuch things entring with dif- 
ficulty into our imaginatiqns, of-which no 
Inſtance has been ſeen by us. Notwithſtand- 
ing which, we have reaſon to believe this 
Change, though none have come out of their 
Graves to ſhew us it. 


Aad here, -I appeal' to all ſenſible men, 
whether That God who is the Author of Mo- 
tion, by. which all Alterationsin bodiesare made, 
who, brought this goodly Frame of the World 
out of ;an heap of ,indigeſted Matter, who 
formed the Body. of. Adam out ot the Duſt, who 
has ſo framed Nature, that a ſpring of. :Vege- 
tables ſhould ſucceed their death in Winter ; 
whoquickens dyangSceds. into (beautiful Stems 
and jFlowers;and;Frut, wh -cauſcd even ts 

| y 
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dry rod of Aaronto bud, and bloſfom.and bring 
forth Almonds;'-who hasgiven skill and power 
ro men, 'by Fire and © other natural Cauſes, 
ro open and refine the groſicft bodies, in whole 
Bock ( faith David) were all our members 
written, which in continuance were faſhioned, when 
as yet there was none 'of them ; who is pleaſed 
frequently to raiſe the Sick * to Health and 
S:rength and Vigour, alter they had ſuffer'd 
a long and tedious languiſhment, in which 
low Eſtate their Fleſh and their Spirits. were 


waſted, and their Bones ſtood, as it were 


ſtaring upon them; I appeal (I ſay)toall men 
of found common ſenſe, whether that God who 
hath done theſe great things, 1s not able. to 
put together the parts of an humane body 


\ which he made, contriv'd, and formerly joyn'd; 


and to advance the 'irame of it from groflnefs 
to. purity. To: think he 1s not,isnext to-nothink- 
ingat all, and it is to reproach God's Power, 
and Knowledge and Wildom, which+is-2 peri- 
lous as- well: as(aty injudicious '\and Ctreverehd 
praCtice. | | OF 2A 

How God will effe&rhe ehange'of this'Body, 
when he ſhall make it Celeſtial, I- pretend not 


to 
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to explain... No man (I'believe) can. minute- 
ly tell how a grain of Myſtardſeed grows up 
ito a Tree, or-arboreſicent Plant. Ir is true, 
We Cannot properly call that part of this Do- 
arine, which 1s revealed, any longer a My- 
ftery. - Bur there is ſomething of it kept ſe- 
cret {ti]l. God hath not. been pleaſed fully 
to diſcover the methods of his working this 
wonderful cfte&t. It may ſuffice, in this Do- 
Arine of Grace, * ( as. m.thole of time, and 
place, and reſt, and mo:z0n in Na. ure, ) that we 
know enough for our prelent uſe, though 
we know not all ; and that we are ſuce of the 
thing it lelt, —__E we cannot comprehend 
the manner of it. 


Ie -is more ithan barely. credible, it 1s certain, 
That God, who: ican,do all this, will art laſt 
do it, becauſe he has {aid he will. He who, 
on. earth cauſed -the Faces.of Moſes. and Saint 
Stephenvto ſhine, who cranflated Elias, in the 
Chariot»iof aiibright.and glorious Cloud: | into 
the; Heavens j hasorolld us; an his) holy Word 
( which ſhall-not:pats away, though. this, World 


ſhall Y. thasy»1at the-:ehd -of 1 it; © the. Righteous *.. Mat. 13. 


ſoall : ſhine Ju We the Sw, lar 'the K a” of - 
tbrinaFather yi; - S913 03 l:uid 23chuin 
3v01q © h B 2 That 
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Sake - That they who ſball. be accounted. worthy 'to 
"obtain that World, and the ReſurreStion from 
the Dead; ſball' be equal with the Angels. 


2 Cor.g. That if onr earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be 

'  aliſſolved, we have a Builling of God | a Divine 
Frame ], an Houſe not made with bands, - eter. 
nal in the Heavens. | 


"25g T hat there is ana:ural and a. ſpiritual Bod : 

and that, as we have born the image of the 
earthy, we Ay ſhall alſo bear the image 
of the heavenly | Adam ]. 

All this is further confirmed .to us by the 
Occonomy of the Golpel. That ſets forth 
Chriſt as the Perſon, who, on Earth, was 
transfigured in {0 admirable: a manner, that his 
Face did ſbine as the Sun, and bis very KR 

* $.Mar.19, was white as the Light ; who bought both 
S.wark-5- Body and Soul with an incorruptible price ; 
S. Luk. 9 pho; died and roſe.again, That be might be Lord 
** both of the dead: and living; who vole as a 
publick-pezſon, as the Head of his Chanch, in 
order to the RefurreQion ofthe members of it ; 
who, rifing from the Dead, became''tbe firſt 
Fruits of them that ſlept , who, (both to accom- 
modate himſelf to thele Regions, and: to 


. prove, 


<— {FF 
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prove, beyond contradiction,, that it was he 
himſelf and not avSpecttse ; ©. Took again his 
© bady; with: | fleſh , | bunes, and: allr 1ngs'ap- tic 4 
« pertaining to the perfection of Man's nature, 

and aſcended through the: ftarry-Heavens into a xc. 4.14. 
Region ſtill more pure, and. had that body made 
Caleſtial, and. ſtill lives. in that moſt heawver- 

ly form, and will come again and receive his 

true Diſciples into that thrice happy Fernſa- 

km , where he now is, and will ants their viii. x 
vile bodies, and faſhion them like to bis' own" 
glorious body, not aboliſhing rhe ſubſtance- of 

them, but exalting the meanneſs: and' earth 
lineſs' of their preſent. frame into- Celeftiat 
agility and luftre. 

And, indeed Philoſophy (ſuch as is nor 
vain , though. much is, eſpecially” whem('(ir 
refines upon. ſacred: Myſteries, ) does phiinly 
ſhew us, that a. heavenly body is only fit 
for a heavenly Region ; That a pure bedy- is 
not in itselement., unleſs it lives and: moves 
in pure ther. Upon which account, I ſuppoſe, 

Saint Paul himſelf obſerves that floſs ard blood - 
cannot inherit the Kingdom ' of God above; Cor»; 
neither : dath © ion | inberit - incorruption.” 


k_ muſt. be changed into- a body that cam- 
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not corrupt or die, if it is- to- ſubſiſt moſt 
happily jor ever in an heavenly: place : * ang 
ſuch is che | place prepared for the Children 
of- the Reſurrection. . 

All this being conſidered, it bncidier us 
not to | be faithlels, but beteve that this 
mortal (hall j at - ou immortality. For it is full 
out as. ablurd to: refule to believe: when 
there. is-a - realon; for our Faith, as to be- 
lieve, - with A forward credulity, when there. 
15 NONE. 

The conſequence of this Belief is very, 
comfortable :. tor great and many are the ad- 
wantapes ; derived :ro. Chriſtians ,,. by being 
clothd with a. Celeſtial Body : -and that is the 
24. Head which I propoſed to ditcourle of. The 
very nature. ;of--the thing ſpeaks: aloud the 
benefit. which will accrue. .to..them by the! 
renovation of this Body. There is {carce a 
compariſon to be admitted betwixt this earth- 
ly. body, and that which;ſhall-be at-the Yſcer- 
ſion, of, Chriliians,” - They! difter more than the 
leaſt.and dimmeſt Star, Ar the. brighteſt and 
. greateſt Lyyninary..in the Firmament: of 'Hea- 
' ven... Of-4bis St. /Panl:takes notice ik the for: 
tieth, verſe of this Chapter and thoſe! which! 
follow it, ſaying, There are Coleſtal bodies and 
bodies 
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les Terreſtrial; but the glory of the Caleſtal js 1 Cor t- 

one, ani the glory of the Terreſtrial is ano: ber. 

There is one glory 'of the Sun, and another glory, ,.. 
of the Moon, and another glory of the Stars ; 

fo one Star differeth from anotber Star in glory. 

$0 alſo is the Reſurrection of the Dead. It is 

own in corruption, it is raiſed in incorraption ; ,, ,.. 

It is ſown im diſbonour, it is raiſed m glory : 

It is ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power. 

It is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritus ». 44 

al body. Happy are the. people -who' are n 

ſuch a Cale. | 

Bur, to deſcend to a more ſpecial conſudera- 
tion of this matter : The happineſs detived from * 
the change ofa natural. to a ſpiritual is. A 
fiſteth in a deliverance, git des 

i. From the groſſneſs of the arme, as1t 1s .. 

a body of this fleſh and blood. Py: 

2dly, Fronr the diſorderly motions -of it, . as it 
is a corruptible body. 

zaly, From the periſbing nature, decay. jd 
fall of it, as it-is both' a. cortuptinge and ;avon+ 
tal body; - 

The firſt advantage which: Chriſtians/obtail 
by changing an earthly-for an-heavenly. body; 
is dehveratice from the: grofneſs.of: the Former 
as it is a body of this fleſh and blood. - And 
this 


V. 43+ 
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peeve is a very valuable pricclekge, upon thre 


 Heeonnts. 
1ſt. Vpin the account of natural. oaje. 
2dly, Of bY Dion Contemplation. 
39, Of Piety and Devotion. 
. Chriſtians have a priviledge, by hefng 
Gee from the groſneſs of this body, pon the 
| account of eaſe which 1s \{o naturally deſired. 
wif. 9. For -( as the Book of Solomon ſpeaks agreeable 
” to itstitle)) the corruptible body preſſeth dewn 
copuiie the Soul. And, in that load and heavineſs, there 
Sin po is little comfort. Seneca fays, of the body, that 
brown it-is the weight and pain of the mind, and a 
coucrm kind - #7: A Bend round about its Liberty. Our Of- 
-———k face the Barial ef the Dead, calls it the 
cuben i burthen of the Fleſb. d Paxl, alſo, makes this 
= acknowledgement in ' 2 Cor. :5. 4. we who are 
| in _ Tabernacle do groan | groan earneſtly. 
being | burdened, By this great change 
chat which was formerly, a heavy and uneaſic 
becomes.as wings.and ( asthe Antients 
f Y .Colleftial Charisr, :to the Saul. 
_ 2b, Another priviledge enjoy'd by Chy- 
Rians .upan deliverance -from the groſnels of 
this > body, 1s freedow from .a mighty :impedi- 
"ment of Divine Contemplation. The 'Scrip- 
ture 
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re teacherh us, That this viſible World 
tl 
which now are" ſhall Periſh ; 
bur with reference to their preſent Frame ; 
which, as it is, is a glorious Strufture ; bur He 
who made all thin , can and will Build je bet- 
ter. This Earth an theſe Heavens ſhall be folded 
up 45 is @ Vefttire, and be marvellouſly changed. 
Upon which, there ſhall be new Fleavens, and a 


new Earth. 


not -in their Being, 


That Phraſe” is in ſome Places metaphorically 
uſed, in ſerting forth a New and Excellent Scate 
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be renew'd. The Heavens and the Barth *ebr. r. 


10, 11,12. 


of ihe Church. Bur, in St. Peter it-is co be lite- 253-3 


7,12,13z6. 


rally underſtood of a New Frame of Nature 
after the. Old (reſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of 
Judgment) ſhall be, by ſuch wide, lved, as the 


Earth was "once s how d by Water. ” But the 
Change in Noah's time "was from "better to 
worle ; this will be from worſe'to muchmivch 
better. Doubleſs it will be 'a glorious World 
which God will 'raiſe 4uit of the Ruins of this. 
It is a World expected 'as 4 wonderful Blefhng 
from the Promiſe of God. a | 
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| Now i in this World, rhe Eqrthly DR > 
66h down . the Mind that muſeth upon many things F 
and--it is from the ;groſoe/s of the, Organs of it 
that-we think fo little, and diſcern. {o lie. of 
the Beauty of - Nature and Providence. ' And 
the mare.the | Hye '1s helpd. by. Art, the , more it 
raiſeth . Admiratian in. hiny who conligers the 
Works - of | God... It letteth -in. a\New Fin 
of Creatures, and- an infinice agreeable Var; 
of Motions, Figures, and Contextures, | hich 
we diſcern nothing of by our naked - Sight, 
And in {uch Contemplacion, there is more-true 
and uſctyl Pleaſure, than in all the Brycalicies 
18 whigh ; Senſual Men conſume: their, "Tiny, 
Subſtance, . and - Healch'; and waſte -cheir. 
ſcience -t09\..:; Naw, it will be neceflary, for. * 
_ $9: be fahfigh.” thas -: it, nayr; be.. caps- 
ble of ; confiderjng; thoſe. extraardioary.. Sralngy 
and Charatters: 0 he Divine: Power, and Wik- 
dom-which. will: be, fqund upon: a\ a 9s and 
Incgrrupuible, (World; the obſerving which, 
will. (1 belieyeJ- be, one of. thoſe Exerciſes in 
which :the Spirics of Juſt -Men made Perfe&” 
ſhall be moſt happily employ'd. For. if theſe 
Heavens declare the Glory and Handy work of Nr 
| thoIe 
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thoſe fo will: much -more do-lo., and a Saintcan- 
got be ſuch jt; he delights noc;it tha Mani- 
feſtations! ' IItC 

zdly, Andther Oriviege wei in from our Deli- 
verance from the groſſue/s of this Body, is the re- 
mpyal of a great: biidrance df/Piety: and | Devotion. It 
catinotc but be an/extteme Mortification co thoſe 
who would lift up their: Heans ro God, and have 
their Converſation in'Heaven, to feel ſuch a preſ- 
ſafe and dulneſs upon their Spirits as dartips and 
deadens them*"in; their: Holy Admirarions; Prai- 
les and. O_Es This efpecially will be an ex- 
raordinary. Grict. to them when they 'ler chem- 
(elves all their Hearr:and S6ul'and Might, to 
pry with.. che! Degrees of their ms. a 
the moſt folemn' Occaſions of 'Publick Worſhip; ; 
luch- as thole of this Day,- on whictr;all that" 18 
within us Thould bleſs 'the-Navte of: Gdd!owhs 
hath begotten us again to'a lively Hope by: tht Refux 
retion of Jeſus" fromthe Deal.” * Bux when: the Bod 
is. not Reſtive, andthe Spirits rſove 45 Handmai 
rortisSoul ; rhen, evenyhiere 01 Earth; ict is ravifh'd 
with Religions Joy- 05 A. | 


The ſuns 
Gunging at Barthly for a Heavenly Body, is Dets- 
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verance from the diſorderly Motions to which this Body 
is liable, as it is a Corruptible Body; whether the 
Spring of them be within, or from without , and 
upon which-account itmmay. be called '(as it is in 
the Book of Wiſdom). a Body that us ſubjeFt unto 
Sin. Here frequeatly Sickneſs and violent Tor- 
ture render Life. not' worthy .the. Name of Life, 
and provoke the Paticnts to 'think, ſometimes, 
that Death moves very ſlowly rowards them. 
Here, it-many -times happens, that one corrupt 
Member. muſt be cut off for the Preſervation of 
the reſt ; thouzh with certain Pain, and:uncertain 
Hope. In this Body, the Warmth which is ſubſer- 
vient to Wit. and Elocution,” carries frequently 
with ic a mixture of Extravagance : and Indiſcretion, 
How often does this Corruptible Frame bring ſuch 
Decays upon [the Memory, that all things are 
almoſt. forgotten, even-Injuries themſelves? tho 
of 'this fort of Oblivion we have no reaſon to 
- complain. What-is more common to Man than 
the raging and. ſwelling of unruly Paſſions and 
Aﬀe&ions; i which are troubleſom both to the Per- 
ſon ſo highly moved,. and to the World to which 
he gives Diſturbance ?- How often do unreaſona- 
ble Appetites/and Inclinations become-fo impe- 
tuous, and war. with ſuch force «gainſt the Soul, in 


Men 
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Men who are'not yet grown up into ſtrong Ha- 
birs of Grace, that the Good which they.would 
do, that: they do not ; and the Evil -which they 
would not do, that they do ? How often do 
Fleſh and Blood prejudice the Underſtanding by 
Enthuſiaſtick Heat, which repreſents to it Dreams 
and ſtrong Delufions and flaſhes of Madnels in 
the Fancy, as immediate Illuminations from God? 
How frequently does it form a dark Cloud of 
Melancholy in the Imagination, - and faſhion 
that Cloud into all the; Shapes of Terror and 
Aﬀeightment, in good, though ſcrupulous Men ? 
Upon this account oy cry out, in their haſte, 
and in the anguiſh o | 

caſt off for ever * and will He be favourable no more ? 
Is bis Mercy clean gone for ever * Doth his Promiſe 
fail for evermore * Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? 
Hath be, in Anger, ſhut up bis tender AMercies ? 
Theſe, through the fumes of the Blood, rather 
than the guilt of the-Conſcience, are for a ſeaſon 
in this Life, of all others the moſt miſerable ; 
for ſuch a troubled Spirit who can bear ? Never- 
theleſs, upon the whole, their Condition is much 
ſafer and better than theirs who ſport with their 
Misfortunes, and mock at their Griefs, and at 
the ſame time wallow in Sin without- any Re- 
| flexion 


their Souls, Will the Lord PA. 
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flexion upon either the Criminalnels or-the Peril 
of their own Senſualicy.” For theſe latter, / at the 
dreadful-Day, - ſhall. have their Bodies made the 
molt Di/howurable and Unprofitable of all Veſſels, 
whilſt thoſe of the former fball be chang into 
Veſſels ot the higheſt Honour and the greateſt Uſe, | 
that Humane Nature 4s capable of ; and ſuch they 
ſhall remain for ever.” And that 1s 


; The third: ſort : of Advantage which-thaſe wha 
are Chriſt's will be bappy in, that: is-to' lay, 4 
freedom from the periſhing nature, decay, | and- fall of 
this Body, as a corruptible- martal. Body ; for . this 
Corruptible muſt put on: Incorruption, 'and this Aortal 
muſt put on Immortality. There are two things which 
all Men naturally defire ; to know. an end of their 
Sufferings, and to bave -no end of their Foppintſs. 
The way to the Accompliſhment of thele-Delires 
is not ſhewn in the Schools. of Zeno; or Plato, 
It is confeſs'd, there was taught by them a cele- 
brated but falſe Do&rine of the Reſtitutzan i: of 
the World, This they would have to be brought 
tO pals in the Revolution of a'certain.Period of 
Time, in.ſuch ſort; . that all things thould come 
about. avain, and: beas they had been before for 
a like quantity of Duration ;/ and ſoin'V O__— 

or 


- 


 before#b 


for ever.: .From whence it would follow, that 
this Corruptible Body, after it had pur on Incor- 
ruption for a {calon, ſhould become corruptible 
again, and mortal again. ' But-in the School of 

' Chriſt, we - learn -a Propoſition which is moſt 
Comfortable as well as molt True; to wit, thac 
afcer the Reſurretion, Aſcenſion, and: glorious 
Change of this Body, all Groſsneſs, all difor- 
derly Motion, , all Pain and Trouble ſhall ceaſe ; 
but 'of the. Felicity of: the Chriftian. Man's 
Soul dwelling init, there. ſhall be no End. 
The Apoſtle allures us, That Death, their © 
laſt Enemy, ſhall, it.lelf, be then deſtroy d, For 
the Lord { Jelus ] ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 1 Thed. ,, 
Shout, - with. the Voice of the Archangel, ' and-with the © 7 
Trump of God; and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 

firſt; then thole which are alive and remain, ſhall be 
caught.;.up Mm, the. Clouds together with thole that 

have been railed, to meet the ſame Lord in the Air, 

and fo. ſhall they be ever with the Lord. 
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The Sting of Miſery is the Continuance of it, . 
and Hell 'is the more Hell for that. Continuance - 
alſo is the Heaven of Joy. It is made Perfect - 
by our poſtefling it,,without any Shadow of Suſpi- 
608 ol being ever bereaved of it. And thus 


it 
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ic will be after the Reſurre&ion of the Juſt. 
Then ſhall be entirely fulfilled the Words of 
Hoſea 13. the Prophet Hoſea, He will ranſom” thee from the 
Power of the Grave: He will redeem thee from Death. 
0 Death ! be will be thy Plague ; O Grave! he will 
be thy Deſtruftion. Then ſhall be made good thoſe 
2 Cor.;.4. Words of St. Paul, Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up 
of Life : Or, as he expreſleth it, in the Words 
x Cor. 15- after the Text, ----When this Corruptible ſhall have 
* put on Incorruption, and this Mortal ſhall bave put on 
Immortality ; Then ſhall be brought to "paſs the Saying 
that- is written, {written of old by the Prophet 
Ilai- 25-8: Tſaigh] Death is ſwallowed up in V/iftory. - 


Theſe which I have recounted, are (you will 
ſay) very great Advantages which a Chriſtian ſhall 
gain by changing this Earthly for a Heavenly Body. 
Bur, it may be, you will add, Why cannot the 
Soul be fully happy im it ſelf - without any Body at all 
and happier than in a Body, though Incorcuptible 
and Immortal ? 


To this, I think, ir is proper to anſwer no 
more than thus much, in this ſhore Diſcourſe 
which.is deſign'd not for nice Diſpute, but ſolid 
Edification,” Fhat is co ſay, - That God who 

| | framed 
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framed his Creatures in divers Orders, made 
Man a Creature conſiſting of. Soul and Body ; 
-and that it belongs to his Rank in the Creation 
to have them at laft 'united again : -Alſo, That 
by the perfeReſt Union of them, a Creature of 
that Order is, as ſuch, compleated both in his 
. proper Being, and in the happineſs of it. To 


this purpoſe are (as I conceive) the words of 


St. Paul. In this [Tabernacle ] we grow earneſtly, » cor. 5.2, 
defiring to be Clothed upon with our Flouſe which © ** 


from! Heaven. If ſo be that, being Clothed, we 
ſhall-not be found Naked. For we that are in. this 
Tabernacle do -Groan, beg burthened : Not that we 
would be Uncloathed, but Cloathed upon, that Mortality 
might be - ſwallowed up of Life. He would not be 


without a Body at That day ( for of that time - 


he ſpeaks) bur he is defirous that a Celeſtial 
Form ſhould be put upon Terreſtrial Matter. - 
There is a Queſtion leſs curious than that 
which has been put, .but exceedingly more uſe- 
ful ; and it is this. What ſhall we do that we 
may come- at theſe ſeveral 


Ver. 10. 


preat. Ad s of 
living at laſt in an Heavenly Body 24d chis is then, 


Third Conſideration ; and very fe for the 
For, in! vain,. do 


Exerciſe of our Thoughts. 
D 


we 
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we Philoſophize about a Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
and a Spiritual Body, and an Heavenly World, 
without knowing and uſing the means of being 
happy in them all. 


Thoſe means are the Conditions of the Co- 
venant of Grace to which Chriſtians on their - 
Parts have. ſolemnly conſented, and which, 
by the afliftance of God's Grace, they may and 
muſt perform, by their ſincere Obedience <o - 
Him. The. way to have better Bodies is to have 
more Virtuous Souls. God hath put us into this 
Body, as into the Habit of a Pugrim on Earth, 
as Probationers for a more excellent Cloathins, 
And, according to our Patience,” our Seifdenial 
our keeping the Body in Subjetion to the 
Mind, our governing the Appetites and Paſſions 
of -it, ſo ſhall the Reſarrection and Aſcenſion 


wita.r.rs Of - it be. Righteouſneſs (ſairh the Book of 


Ch. 6, 18, - 


19. 


Wiſdom) is Immortal ; and the giving heed to ber 
Laws is the aff urance of ' Incorruption ; and Incor- 
ruption maketh us near unto God. And he that 
will not- awake to Righteouſneſs ſhall nor 
aſcend to a ſtate of Incorruption. God will 
not receive ſuch a-Violater of his Laws into his 
eſpecial Preſence, He will not bo 
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brutal a Creature into his Kingdom, where © 
there is nothing ro gratifie the Inclinations of 
Fleſh and Blood. Such a Creature would. ſtill 


be defirogs to Ear and Drink, and. to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of a corruptible Body. 


We riſe to Glory as Members of Chriſt, 
who ( ſaich' the Apoſtle ) died for all, that - they » Cor. 5. 
which live ſhould not live to themſelves, but unto ” 
him who died for them and. roſe again. His true 
Members we cannot call our ſelves with any 
Propriery , if we fulfil not the holy Yow we 
made to him when we were initiated into his 
Church, by renowncing and forſaking all the ſinful 
Luſts of the Fleſh. - St. Paul hath told the World 
in expreſs Terms, That be who Soweth to the Fleſh, Gal.6. 8. 
ſhall of the . Fleſh Reap Corruption. ( He ſhall die 
after .all the pampexing of the Body with Epi- 
curean. Art, and. for that it may be, much the 
ſooner ; He ſhall fat himſelf for Slaughter ) 
but He who Soweth to the Spirit ( who Feeds and 
Cultivates the Soul with _ and _—_— ) 
| of the Spirit Reap Life everlaſting ; the Lite - 
ea ant Soul in. an —_ Body. 
Can it ever be imagined ( or jf it be, is it any 
other than mere imagination, and 'a very me 
D 2 an 
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and groſs one too) that Chriſt ſhall raiſe the 
Temple of this Body to a Celeſtial Houſe, making 
that ſecond Temple much more, glorious than 
this firſt, after it has been wilfully Deſecrated by 
Man, and put to the vileſt uſes of Inſobriety 
and Luſt. Such Senſualities render this my 


'more Earthly ſtill, and bury the Soul in it, fo 
far are they from promoting it to an Heavenly 
Eſtate. 


The impenitent Sinner hopes againſt all 
grounds of hope, if he has expeRation of fee- 
ing God face to face with Eyes which have been 
full of Adnltery ? and of prailing God in Heaven 
with a Tongue that has been ſer on Fire from 
Hell, that has Infolently blaſphem'd him on 
Earth, and bitterly revil'd his Seryants, perhaps 
becaule they were his Serwants, or for reviling 
lake, "The like may be ſaid of every Wicked- 
nels done by the Soul in this Earthly: Taber- 
nacle. - For we muſt all appear before the Judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, that every Man may receive the things 
done im bis:Body, according to that be hath done, whe- 
ther it be Good'sr Evil. This is part of the Con- 
teſſon of our Faith which we-have, this: day, 
made in theſe words, '* At [ Chriſt's } coming 
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« all Men ſhall riſe 'again with their Bodies, 
« and give account of their own Works; and 
« they that have done good ſhall go. into Life 
« everlaſting, and they that have done Evil, into 
« everlaſting Fire. Wherefore, 


Fourthly, Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, 
which will ſeize upon the Ungodly, and bring 
chem to Deſtruftion both of Body and Soul, and 
the joyful Eſtate of a happy Soul in a Celeſtial 
Body, which ſhall be the Portion of all thoſe 

' who walk not after the Fleſh but after the Spirit ; 
We beſeech you, both by the Severities and 


—— 


Mercies of God ; © That ye preſent your Bodies ,,,, ... - 


« a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto 


© him, which'is your reaſonable Service, Secing,  ... - 
&« That all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what 1, 12413 


«© manner of Perſons ought we to be in all holy 
« Converſation'and Godlineſs, , looking for, and 
« haſtning.vnts the coming of the day of: Goo, 
« wherein the Heavens being on Fire. ſhall be 
"© diflolved, and-'the Elements. ſhall, melt with 
SET 

* © Neverthelefs we,” according to his Promiſe, 
&« look for new Heavens, and a-new Earth, 


< wherein dwellecth Righteouſneſs. 
7 © Where- 
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'" © Wherefore, Secing ye look for ſuch things, 
© be diligent that ye may be-found of him, in 


* Peace, without Spot, and Blameleſs. 


As ſure as Chriſt is riſen, theſe dry Bones ſhall 
| live, as well as thoſe did which the Prophet ſpake 
Ezck- 37. of in a Political Senſe, meaning by them the 
3» 1'* Houſe of Hrael, which God promiſed to Re- 


ſtore. 


Ic ſhould, therefore, be our Care, not to-pur 
this vile Body into far worſe Condition, but 
to conſult the good of it ; ſeeing the more 
Heavenly its Frame, be made, the Felicity of the 
Soul in it will be the greater. 


Men of light and deſultory Humours affett 
Alterations, without conſidering the .Events of 
them. Wiſe Men chuſe them alſo, when they 


foreſce plainly they will turn to their exceeding 


1efit. And here they have a plain ee 


of a moſt conſiderable advantage, of changing 
Corruption for Incorruption, and Mortality for 
Immortality. _ | 


*r If 
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If any are extrcamly concern'd at Deformi- 
ties of: the Body, as ſo many marks of Shame 
( tho' nothing which.'is not of - our own" doin 
can- be a juſt reproach to us ) why have they 
not the innocent Ambition of defiring a Cele- 
ſtial Body, which will be without wrinckle or 
blemiſh-? And 'the way to procure ſo decent a 
a Body, is to reftifie | the diſtractions 'of our 
Reaſon, and the monſtrous choice- of ' our ur-- 
govern'd Wills ; and to ſubdue all- diſhonour- 
able Paſſions and Vices; and to keep our ſelves. 
unſpotred from the World. If divers are very 
Covetous of Life in this Body, .as burthenſome: 
as it is, and wiſh their Years were not ſo many. 
as they. are, and that they would ftill be many 
more, even then when the Wheel is almoſt bro- 
ken at the Ciftern, and the Blood can ſcarce 
creep on in its Circle ; why are they averſe ro. 
Chriſtian Piety, which will provide for them.an. 
Immortal Body ? 


You will permit me, therefore," to uſe- che Epti.5. 14- 


Exhortation of the great Apoſtle, © ' Awake thou. 
| that Sleepeſt, and riſe from the Dead, and Chriſt 


ſhall give _ Life. Say not, 'as the Epicures -yer. 41. 
in 


| mentioned in this Chapter, Let us Eat and Drink 


—_— 


to Morrow |, we. ___ 
Sober and Vigilant, ths pg ever: we; ie » 

firſt Death, we, may, -bvercome -the Second, 
Secing; Chriſt: is riſes, and; ;we: ſhall» riſe andcbe 
changed by. his Pawer,.:fay:: .nbc,: upon any difh- 
cylries -qbaye , Chriſtian) Religion;'Why land we 

ver. 39 "gt Jeopardy \ewery- boar £: Why « ,wh;ak daily? >Why 
ESE Lake t ; with Beaſts, "iden, -as' Srvage"as 
; they.? Why. do. we. nox;! archer. conſult bh caſe 

"of. Fleſh: ;and. Blood #\- bysi rather; 1145 |Sco Pas] 

_-_ Ha Concluſion of this Diſ@vieſe), Lek Be fe 
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